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Planning commission, 
city council approve 


new marijuana zoning 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

After a one-hour-and-six-minute joint 
Zoom meeting on Monday, the Belleville 
Planning Commission and Belleville City 
Council both voted unanimously to approve 
amendments to the city zoning ordinance 
pertaining to marijuana establishments as 
presented. 

They approved: 

e Article 2, to add definitions for marijuana 
facilities; 

e Article 3, to create a new zoning overlay 
district and I-2b adding specific facilities to 
the overlay district; 

e Article 4, to add specific standards for 
permitted marijuana facilities; and 

e Article 5, to provide parking standards 
for marijuana facilities. 

The amendments were prepared by 
planning consultant Jill Bahm of Giffels / 
Webster, who explained them at the joint 
meeting. 

Planning Commission Chairman Steve 
Jones pointed out this was the ordinance 
approved at the last planning commission 
meeting Dec. 10. 

There was considerable discussion on 
an existing business on Savage Road that 
was within the overlay district south of the 
railroad track. 

Bahm said if the business had its primary 
entrance facing west toward the city’s DPW 
yard and not toward the front and away 
from Victoria Commons, it would qualify 
as a marijuana facility. This included a six- 
foot wall and a six-foot-tall row of bushes 
as buffer. 

Planning Commissioner Michael Renaud 
asked if the wall and bushes weren’t 
redundant. 

Bahm said that was to make it look more 
nature, “So it doesn’t look as harsh.” 

Commissioner Renaud said when they 
put up the structure, do the bushes have to 


(continued on page 13) 
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Independent photo by James Otzman 


The East Huron River Drive bridge over the Huron River opened to traffic on Dec. 22. Wayne County supervisors said phase one has 
been completed and phase two will be finished next year. The pedestrian walkway on the north side of the bridge needs to be completed 
as well as painting the pillars under the bridge and doing the landscaping. The bridge had been closed for repairs since Sept. 15. 


VBT OKs mailing masks to every township resident 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

Every resident in Van Buren Township 
will receive a protective face mask by mail 
or otherwise, following action taken by 
the township board at its Dec. 15 Zoom 
meeting. 

Township Supervisor Kevin McNamara 
had presented an agenda item to approve 
hazard pay-outs of $500 each to all 
township employees and $1,500 each for 
members of the public safety department, 
at a total cost of $270,000. 

Supervisor McNamara said the proposal 
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was presented by the three full-time elected 
officials: him, Treasurer Sharry Budd and 
Clerk Leon Wright. 

He said the township wishes to recognize 
the essential employees that have worked 
the frontlines during the pandemic. 

McNamara said 30% of the police 
force has had COVID, along with others 
in dispatch, fire department, and in the 
township hall. 

“We’ve come out very well with grants 
and we can afford it,” he said. 

“It’s terribly alarming to hear so much 
of the staff was affected by COVID,” said 
Trustee Reggie Miller. She asked if those 
in the parks and recreation department 
who were furloughed would get the pay- 
out and McNamara said they would. He 
said everyone who works for the township 
would get it. He said there are a couple 


of new employees that came in October 
and November and he said their pay-outs 
would be pro-rated. 

At the meeting, McNamara also asked for 
an additional $10,000 to cover mailing out 
masks to all the residents in the township. 

He explained that the previous week, the 
City of Dearborn announced it would be 
sending masks by mail to all of its 100,000 
residents, so McNamara had his staff look 
into it. 

His executive assistant Dan Selman 
reported that Wayne County had masks and 
brought 5,000 to the township. McNamara 
said they found Wayne County has a 
warehouse and township representatives 
“ran down there with a couple of pickup 
trucks.” 

He said they told county workers that 
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WILLIS FEED MILL 


We Care about your Animals 


Nutritiously Sound Open Sundays 
Quality Pet/Animal Food 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


e Dog and Cat Food (ea Os On | Hours: 


e Certified Organic Products 
e Hay and Straw « Poultry Food 
e Horse and Livestock Feed 


10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan 


(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton) 


We look fi d 
E EA cor (TE) áG of] fl ofl cil willisfeed@att.net 
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White Pine 
Your Smile Comes Firatl 


Affordable, Kind, and Convenient. 


Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville 
— www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com 


e Wild Bird and Squirrel Food £ 


e Now Booking New Patients è- 


Open Evenings and Weekends 
Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids 


BARNETT 


= ROOfing and Siding, Inc. = 


OVER OF EXPERIENCE 


Roofing ° Siding ° Flat Roofs 


Now Turu January 31, 2021 
Receive Our CertainTeeo Roor 4-Star 
EXTENDED Warranty FOR Free! Current & 
Past Miuutary Members will RECEIVE A 


$250 Casetas Girt Carn! 
Licensed & Insured 


Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com 
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Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors pd & 


BELLEVILLE CO-OP Tà tco 


For over 73 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide 


CSI SUPPORT & DEVEL OPMENT 


the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 


575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 


Call leasing today to 
schedule a tour 
734-699-8676 
M-W-F gam-Noon 


e 100% Smoke free campus e Subsidized rent 
e Individual heating & cooling e On-site laundry 
e Emergency in-unit pull cords e Transportation available 


Interested? Call: 
E www.esi.coop (800) 593-3052 TOD (800) 348-7011 | 


DAVE’S TREASUR 


Private yt : Cash or 
Sale » local checks 
Hunting Gear Sports 
Guns, Bows ee Memorabilia 
Knives (734) 699- 4438 Tools and 
Fishing Poles WO Collectibles 


l Dr 
Fishing Lures l Boatin 
Lion = in Tuesday - Saturday pete 
onerirains Noon to 5 PM 


668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 


E 
I) PERSPECTIVE EYECARE STOCKS OVER 1,000 j 
ERAMES FROM THE TOP DESIGNERS INCLUDING, 


à 

VERA WANG, KATE SPADE, JIMMY CHOO, 

OAKLEY, Ray Ban, Boss, ToM FORD, AND 
MANY OTHERS 


Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D. 
11824 Belleville Rd h 


Belleville, MI 48111 perspective 


734.699.1010 Nee EYECARE 


perspectiveeyecare.com 


Ask about sunglasses, computer glasses and discounts for multiple pairs of glasses. oS Í n d u S (@) n Ei 
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Sumpter Twp. holds first Zoom meeting for special session 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

The Sumpter Township Board of Trustees 
held its first-ever Zoom meeting on Dec. 
15 and passed 17 motions, with 10 having 
one or more no votes. 

The most controversial motion was to 
reduce the deputy supervisor position, 
most recently held full-time by Karen 
Armatis, to a position less than 20 hours a 
week with the yearly pay of $8,406 and no 
benefits of any kind. 

The vote was 5-2 with Supervisor Tim 
Bowman and Trustee Peggy Morgan 
voting no. 

Supervisor Bowman had appointed 
former Treasurer Ken Bednark as his 
deputy supervisor and Bednard has been 
sworn in. 

Trustee Morgan asked if the board was 
doing this because of who the deputy 
supervisor was. She said she saw no 
justification for this and it was “ridiculous.” 

She said Supervisor Bowman has a full- 
time job, as many supervisors in the past 
have had, and, “This is about the person and 
not the position.” She said this is ridiculous 
pay and they are not allowing him to work 
the way they’ve always allowed deputy 
supervisors to work. 

“Very selfish,” she said, adding it was not 
for the benefit of the community. 

Trustee Don LaPorte said he was in 
support of the half-time deputy supervisor 
and never was in support of a full-time 
deputy supervisor. 

As to the pay, it’s the same as an elected 
trustee is paid and, “nothing to sneeze at,” 
he said. 

Trustee Morgan referred to an email 
LaPorte had sent out about no benefits for 
the deputy supervisor. She said attorney 
Rob Young had crafted it so deputies get 
the same benefits as the union workers 
were able to get. 

“Tt’s not about the deputy position, but who 
it is,’ Trustee Morgan insisted, referring 
to Bednark who was very outspoken as a 
board member. 

Trustee Morgan said the former deputy 
supervisor, Karen Armatis, was paid $32 
an hour. 

“Our supervisor is going to need this 
deputy,” Trustee Morgan said. “You are 
short-changing the supervisor. He has a 
full-time job as others had in the past.” 

She asked the board to table this item and 
take a good look at the proposal. 

She suggested they give Bednark the 
same wage as Toni Clark with benefits if 
he needs it. She said they should let him 
get the benefits the union people receive 
and let him work the hours the supervisor 
needs him to and have the supervisor sign 
the hours to submit to payroll. 


Supervisor Bowman then read a statement 
saying he is new to this position and he’s 
requesting a deputy who can assist him and 
he needs a full-time deputy with normal 
pay and benefits for this position. 

The motion for a part-time deputy 
supervisor was made by Trustee LaPorte 
and seconded by Trustee Tim Rush and 
passed 5-2. 

In other business at the one-hour-and-37- 
minute virtual meeting the board: 

e Passed, on a 6-1 vote, approval of the 
2021 board meeting schedule with both 
the workshop and the board meetings 
scheduled to begin at 6 p.m., so the business 
could go on without waiting for the regular 
meeting to begin at 6:30 p.m., as in the 
past. Voting no was Trustee Peggy Morgan, 
who wanted to keep the old schedule of a 6 
p.m. workshop, then a break, and then the 
6:30 p.m. board meeting; 

e Passed, on a 5-2 vote, approval for the 
deputy clerk position to be full time at 40 
hours a week with overtime as approved 
by the township clerk with pay of $25.08 
hourly, with annual increases approved by 
the board and benefits equal to AFSME 
employees, but no medical reimbursement. 
Voting no were Supervisor Bowman and 
Trustee Morgan; 

e Passed on a 5-2 vote, approval of a pay 
raise for Deputy Clerk Anthony Burdick 
from $25.08 to $27.08 to correct the 
scheduled increases that were missed since 
his appointment in May 2018. There is no 
back pay on this, said Clerk Esther Hurst. 
Voting no were Supervisor Bowman and 
Trustee Morgan; 

e Passed, on a 6-1 vote, the position 
of deputy treasurer to be full time, 
allocating 40 hours a week with overtime 
as approved by the treasurer with pay of 
$25.08 per hour with annual increases as 
approved by the board and benefits equal 
to AFSME employees, except no medical 
reimbursement. Voting no was Trustee 
Morgan; 

e Approved unanimously the opening 
of the treasurer’s office for the residents 
to pay their taxes at the township hall on 
Thursday, Dec. 31, extending regular office 
hours until 7:30 p.m. 

e Approved unanimously the cancellation 
of all township credit cards with the 
exception of the supervisor, clerk, 
treasurer, police chief, and fire chief in 
compliance with the township credit card 
policy. Trustee Morgan asked who else 
had credit cards and there was no answer. 
Clerk Esther Hurst said all credit cards are 
cancelled and new ones are issued for the 
new administration; 

e Unanimously approved all outstanding 
warrants to a date of Dec. 31 and close of 
business; 


e Unanimously approved changing the 
supervision of the water department clerk 
from the finance director to the treasurer; 

e Unanimously approved freezing all 
capital expenditures as of Dec. 15. Trustee 
Matt Oddy, who apparently prepared the 
agenda item, took off the additional “non- 
essential expenditures” part of his wording 
after attorney Young said he didn’t know 
what that meant. Trustee Oddy said he 
wanted the board to be prudent and not 
spend capital money until next year. 
Financial Director Cole added, “We 
need to step up consciousness about our 
expenditures ... and the purchasing policy 
requiring three quotes... Next year we will 
know better about revenue sharing”; 

e Passed, on a 6-1, vote reaffirmation that 
all purchasing, reallocation and/or removal 
of any township furnishing, equipment, 
and/or assets must have township board 
approval prior to the specific purchase, 
reallocation, or removal. Voting no was 
Trustee Morgan; 

e Passed, on a 4-3 vote, approval to 
change the locks on the three township 
doors for security purposes. Voting no 
were Supervisor Bowman, Treasurer 
James Clark, and Trustee Morgan. Trustee 
Morgan said a trustee said he wanted an 
audit of the keys because the supervisor 
had given a key to employee Roxanne 
Bardell, who has had keys in the past. “This 
became a big deal,” Trustee Morgan said, 
with the trustee claiming a security breech. 
She said she feels it is a waste of money. 
She said the last supervisor did not want 
Bardell to have the key, but this supervisor 
is taking responsibility. “The police chief 
is aware she has a key and code,” Trustee 
Morgan said. “Any use would track to 
her, with Supervisor Bowman taking 
responsibility... It’s ridiculous.” Trustee 
Oddy said Clerk Hurst said it’s been 
eight or nine years since the building was 
rekeyed. “It’s prudent to have an audit ... 
And have the board set a policy on how the 
new keys can be distributed.” Clerk Hurst 
said the key was returned to her by Bardell 
and, “It was a key from the hardware store. 
She returned what she had.” Supervisor 
Bowman said he didn’t know the key 
was made at the local hardware store. “I 
understand the security thing ... It’s a big 
thing. I know I gave that key to that person 
without knowing the recourse... I don’t 
know the politics ... Pm asking you to 
give me a break on this,” he said, saying he 
didn’t know you could give keys to some 
not others; 

e Passed, on a 6-1 vote, reaffirmation 
that the clerk’s office will have sole 
responsibility to secure and issue all 
township hall keys and security codes at 
the direction and approval of the township 


board. Voting no was Trustee Morgan; 

e Passed on a 6-1 vote the updating 
of the first sentence in section 6 of the 
finance director’s contract to read: “The 
employee’s duties shall be determined by 
the township board from time to time and 
as directed by the township clerk on a daily 
basis.”... “The township supervisor and/or 
township treasurer shall have supervision 
of the employee for those matters 
undertaken by the employee which are 
statutorily required by law for each office.” 
Voting no was Trustee Morgan, who said 
she understood the supervisor would like 
the finance director under his office, as it 
was with Supervisor John Morgan. “This 
is undermining our supervisor and how he 
would like to run his office... It’s not let’s 
work together for the residents of Sumpter 
Township.” Supervisor Bowman said he’s 
been in office for less than a month and 
he doesn’t know “who should be here or 
there ... I need to get my feet wet. I need 
to learn what’s right or wrong ... It’s like 
360 degrees here, with things coming from 
every direction ... I was working fine [with 
the finance director]. We communicate 
well and I thought we were getting things 
done.” Trustee Morgan said Cole, Scott 
Holtz and Jim Glahn were all under the 
supervisor and there was no problem then”; 

e Passed, on a 5-2 vote, the updating of 
the first sentence in section 6 of the Human 
Resource Director’s contract to read, “The 
employee’s duties shall be determined by 
the township board from time to time and 
as directed by the township clerk on a daily 
basis.”... “The township supervisor and/or 
township treasurer shall have supervision 
of the employee for those matters 
undertaken by the employee which are 
statutorily required by law for each office.” 
Voting no were Supervisor Bowman and 
Trustee Morgan; 

e Approved unanimously virtual meetings 
policies and procedures; 

e Unanimously approved accepting the 
Belleville Rotary Club’s placement at no 
cost of a bench outside at the library media 
center. Trustee Morgan was allowed to 
add this item to the agenda that had been 
prepared after Clerk Hurst objected and 
attorney Young said it could be done if the 
board approved; 

e Unanimously approved prior warrants 
paid of $239,031.54 and warrants on hand 
for payment of $92,670.57. Trustee Rush 
pointed out that a $1,300 laptop now in the 
supervisor’s office was purchased by the 
treasurer. Finance Director Michelle Cole 
said it’s in the right budget now; 

e Heard Trustee Rush read a letter from 
34 District Court Judge David Parrott as 
Judge Parrott’s “judicial career ends” after 
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OPINIONS 


Editorial 


2021 has got to be 
better than 2020 


Everyone has got to be looking forward to 
a new beginning on Friday, Jan. 1. The new 
year of 2021 has to be better than what we 
all experienced in 2020. 

We have hope for an end to the COVID-19 
experience with the shots being given to 
more and more people to keep the virus 
away. We are warned that masks will still be 
important and social distancing. But, maybe 
we won’t get infected with COVID-19. 

And, the politics, locally and nationally 
may calm down abit. Sumpter Township has 
a new supervisor, treasurer, and trustee, but 
the power is still there for the previous crew 
by a 4-3 margin. We’ll keep reporting on 
what happens there to keep you entertained. 

On the national level, our new President 
will be sworn in soon, and it might be Joe 
Biden. The news swirls around and around, 
as do the results of court sessions. We’ve 
had two psychics contact us saying Donald 
Trump will serve the next four years. Who 
knows? We’ll keep watch. 

We are happy to see that the suspects in the 
Egypt Covington murder and the suspect in 
the murder of four young people in Sumpter 
have been identified and are going through 
the justice system. If they are found to be 
guilty and punished it will be a great relief 
to all. However, it won’t take away the pain 
from those who loved the five so brutally 
taken from us. 

And, Belleville will get some new 
marijuana facilities to boost the economy. 
2021 should be a good year. 


www.bellevilleareaindependent.com 
mail@bellevilleareaindependent.com 


EXTRA THINGS | KNOW 


CORRECTION: In this column last week 
I wrote that former Sumpter Township 
Trustee Donnie Swinson got a new car to 
drive for being named Employee of the 
Year by his fellow employees at Atchinson 
Ford. But, Donnie informs me the new car 
he is driving is his new lease, since his 
former car lease had expired. 

Sorry for the mistake, Donnie. I thought 
your new car had to do with your new 
honor. Congratulations on your honor, 
anyway. 

kkk 

One of those in the long line for the Dec. 
21 Forgotten Harvest free food giveaway 
in Van Buren Township said their car was 
second and they got in line at 3 a.m. The 
car that was first in line got there at about 1 
a.m. The line of those seeking free food for 
themselves and others reportedly started at 
the east side of the township hall, extended 
to Tyler Road and then all the way down 
Quirk Road to the North I-94 Service 
Drive. That was the last Pop-Up Pantry for 
the year, but VBT is looking into hosting 
more since the need appears to be so great. 
This was not for VBT residents only, but 
anyone who needed food. 

kkk 

The owner of 201 W. Columbia Ave., one 
of the winners in the City of Belleville’s 
Christmas Lighting contest told the city 
council during a Zoom meeting apologized 
to the public for buying up all the red LEDs 
at Walmart. The lights on his house are 
mostly red. 

kkk 
The 2020 Census is over and will be 
presented to the President soon. According 
to its report, the Census counted 99.9% of 
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the residents, with 67% self-reporting. 

In our area, 76.9% residents in the City 
of Belleville were counted; 73.7% of Van 
Buren Township residents were counted; 
63.8% of Sumpter Township residents 
were counted; and 71.3% of Michigan 
residents were counted. 

The Van Buren Township Police 
Department Honor Guard was among 
those who stood guard as mourners waited 
in line in the cold Monday to honor the late 
Wayne County Sheriff Benny Napoleon 
who died Dec. 17 of COVID-19. 

During the open-casket viewing, 
Napoleon was dressed in his brown Wayne 
County sheriff’s uniform. His blue Detroit 
Police Department chief’s uniform was 
displayed in a frame near the casket. 

The Belleville City Council voted 
unanimously to send a resolution honoring 
Chief Napoleon’s service at its regular 
meeting on Dec. 21. The resolution will be 
given to his family. 

At Monday’s public hearing on the new 
amendments to the zoning ordinance 
regarding marijuana establishments, 
Belleville City Councilman Tom Fielder 
announced that the Belleville High School 
football team playoff game against Cass 
Tech has been postponed again. This time 
it is postponed from Jan. 2 to Jan. 9. It is 
still at the BHS football field at 1 p.m. 


...By Rosemary K. Otzman 


We’ve had so many complaints from our 
mail subscribers because of the length of 
time it takes for the U.S. Postal Service to 
deliver our papers. And, it’s not just the 
papers to Florida and Arizona, but those to 
Canton and Ypsilanti. 

Do you think all the money the postal 
service got in the latest bill passed by the 
legislature will make delivery better? I sure 
hope so, but I tend to 
doubt it. 

xokk 

My son Bill’s dog, 
Bruno, who he got from 
Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue a 
couple of years ago, has 
a problem. Bruno went 
to his veterinarian for his annual check- 
up and shots on Monday. He also had a 
bit of a limp with his back, left leg being 
bothersome. 

After some x-rays, Bruno was diagnosed 
with a “trick knee” which needed surgery. 
We Googled it and read all about it and are 
very sorry Bruno is suffering. He was in 
pain and didn’t — or couldn’t — tell us. 

Bill is considering the surgery and where 
to take Bruno since the surgery is not done 
locally. 

Bruno came to us through FMAR after 
a trip from Texas where he was displaced 
by a hurricane. It took him a while to settle 
down, but he did eventually and now he is 
a beloved member of our family. 
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Your HEATING & CooLinG FAMILY 
Have You Been Turned 
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP! 
Credit Problems? Bankruptcy? 180 Days Same As Cash 


NO PRO B L EM 6 Mo. 0% Interest 
We can design a system and budget plan just for you. No Payments 


Furnace Installed Furnace Installed 
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Humidifer & Digital 
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of Furnace & Central Air! 
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Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA 
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Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements 


Payroll Services 
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www. bellevilletaxservices.com 


Call Us Today! 
(734) 697-8000 
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Belleville, MI 48111 
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Thank you to sponsors 
who donated to children 


To the editor: 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
extend my deepest thanks to our sponsors 
that donted this year to enable the township 
to obtain gift cards for the children in our 
community, in lieu of our annual Children’s 
Christmas party. During these challenging 
times it is especially humbling that we 
received the support that we did. 

Among the benefactors we wish to 

acknowledge: 

e Benito’s Five Star Pizza 

e Carlisle Wortman Associates 

e CRG Electric 

e Davenport Brothers Construction 

e Fox Auto Parts, Inc. 

e Higgerson & Neal Funeral Home 

e Jack Schmitz 

e J&T Towing, Inc. 

e Martin & Son 

e Post, Smythe, Lutz, & Ziel of Wayne 

e Red Rooster Lounge & Pizzeria 

e Three Farmers Meat LLC 

e Utilities Management Service 

e Wolverine Power Corporation 

A special thanks to Sumpter Township 
Frie Department (Chief Januszyk, Platoon 
Chief Armstrong and Firefighter Colleen 
Armatis). 


Timothy P. Bowman 
Sumpter Township Supervisor 


2021 will be better year 
if we seek God’s peace 


To the editor: 

As the new year approaches, many of us 
are looking forward to a healthier, happier, 
and more peaceful year. 

We American citizens have so much 
to be thankful for especially when fully 
understanding and acknowledging the 
many sacrifices of our founders and 
present-day patriots. We are living today in 
a Democracy where many Constitutional 
and Bill of Rights freedoms reign. Our 
Constitution is the envy of the world. 
We have the privilege and right to make 
decisions which should be based on the 
law and facts. 

Consider a wonderful future we 
Americans can look forward to IF we as 
a nation UNdivided, Under God, with 
Liberty and Justice for all will prayerfully 
seek God’s direction in our lives and lead 
us to Peace -- HIS peace as found in John 
14:27 - (English Standard version). 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
to you. Not as the world gives do I give 
to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid.” 

HAPPY NEW (Peaceful) YEAR — 2021. 
God Bless America! 


In His name, 
(Mrs.) Ruth E. Bleeker 
Belleville 
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Emergency Food Closet 
expands services 


To the editor: 

Due to the overwhelming generosity 
from community residents, businesses, and 
churches, our monetary donations have 
increased dramatically. Starting Jan. 5, 
2021 the Emergency Food Closet housed 
at the Belleville First United Methodist 
Church located at 417 Charles St. will be 
passing out food on a weekly basis to all 
clients. The community’s support to feed 
the hungry is heartwarming and a blessing. 

The EFC is open every Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. First- 
time clients need to bring a current 
Michigan driver’s license or State ID and 
a property tax receipt, utility bill, or rent 
receipt to prove residency. 

Everyone will receive food on his/ 
her first visit. To continue to receive 
food, a referral will be needed. This can 
be obtained through a pastor, school, 
physician, Community Care Services, or 
the Salvation Army. 

If one has questions, please call the 
church office at (734) 697-9288. 


Marilyn Wood 
Emergency Food Closet Coordinator 


Thank you to all at the 
hospital who helped me 


To the editor: 

I am home from the hospital. This was 
quite an experience. Room 532. I was 
blessed to have the quality care I received 
from the emergency room to the doctors to 
pastoral care — all on the fifth floor. 

All of them, and my good Father Chris. 
I told him the next time I come will be to 
visit. He said stop by and we will have 
some herbal tea and we can talk. 

I sang to the ministers, “How Great Thou 
Art” and the “Star Spanled Banner” at 
Tiger Stadium to tell all the world about 
my cancer. About never give up. You fall 
down and you get back up. 

Thanks be to God. 


Charlie Crispell 
Sumpter Township 


Á a AAA 


<ctceierhes 


AN mM me m — n — 


. 1 — Judy Jordan 

Jan. 2 — Robin Michaelson 
. 3 — Jacqueline Dalzell 
Jan. 4 — Paul George 

Jan. 6 — Kim Dybicki 


Do you have a birthday soon? Does 
someone you know have a birthday? Let us 
know and we will print the name as soon as 
possible. For more information, call (734) 
699-9020. 
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Linda Edith Fritts 


LINDA EDITH FRITTS 

(July 22, 1941 — December 24, 2020)_ 

Linda Edith Fritts, age 79, of Clinton Township, 
MI, formerly of Sumpter Township, MI, passed 
away Tuesday, December 24, 2020. She was 
born July 22, 1941 in Detroit, MI, daughter of 
Norman F. & Marlowe G. (Webster) Herwarth. 
She enjoyed card games, nature, watching 
wrestling and her pets. She also liked to golf, 
bowl, and spend time with her family. 

Linda is survived by her children: Melinda 
(Matthew) Horvath of Shelby Township, 
MI, Doug (Sherry) Kowalski of Belleville, 
MI, Wendy (Will) Johnson of Brewster, 
Massachusetts, Henry KowalskiofAlbuquerque, 
New Mexico and Greg Kowalski, and his wife, 
of Granite City, Illinois, 19 grandchildren -- 
including Leah Soutar of New Baltimore, MI; 
8 great-grandchildren; 3 siblings: Mac Milton 
of Wayne, MI, Marla Barbour of Novi, MI 
and Karen Stalmack of New Boston, MI; also 
numerous nieces, nephews, extended family 
and friends. She was preceded in death by her 
husband Virgil Fritts, parents, also two siblings: 
Gloria and Norman. 

Visitation will be Saturday, January 2, 2021 
from 1-6 PM and Sunday 12 Noon-1 PM with 
a 1:00 PM Funeral Sunday, January 3, 2021 
at David C. Brown Funeral Home, Belleville. 
Interment will follow in Michigan Memorial 
Park, Flat Rock, MI. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the 
American Cancer Association and would be 
appreciated. www.davidcbrownfh.com 


GEORGE ALLAN MEDLEY 

(December 10, 1955 — December 15, 2020)_ 
Age 65. Belleville High School class of 1974. 
Survived by siblings James, David, Carole, 
and Jackie. Arrangements by David C. Brown 
Funeral Home, Belleville. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com 


One Call Does It All... 
. At the Independent 
699-9020 


A “Real Estate with Real Sowice” 


Malti Mi Million 


ngela Nettro & Co. Real Estate 


734-697-6655 
Fax: (734) 697-3531 


P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112 N f 


EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net Broken 
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com 
Hais Residential ¥ Commercial ¥ Vacant ¥ Repos ¥ Short Sales 


IMPORT AND DOMESTIC 


Burhop’s Collision 


Bony AND FENDER REPAIR 
COMPLETE GLASS INSTALLATION 
(734) 699-3641 
Fax: (734) 699-3856 


Towing Available 
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m. 


112 Davis St. 
Belleville, MI 48111 


J 


/ SUMPTER 
( COLLISION 


All Insurances Welcome 
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee 
Onsite Rental Cars 


R.V. Repair 
James Chudzinski - Owner i à Auto Glass 
Kevin Schewe - Manager gl a 
21585 Sumpter Rd. wt | Motorcycle 
Belleville, MI 48111 \ & Watercraft 
734.699.7758 a“. 
F jim@sumptercollision.com See 2 
www.sumptercollision.com on TRAINED 


WE'RE AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS! 


Owner 
Randy Martin 


SKALO 
MICHANICS 


=> Martin & Son 


Auto Repair 
734-697-7765 


Hours Mon - Fri 
8am - 5pm 


401 Sumpter Rd 
Belleville MI 48111 


J.R's Tree Service 
734-250-3855 


Jeremy Reber 
owner 


Free Estimate’s 
Tree Removal 
Tree Trimming 
Stump Removal 
Fire Wood 
Lot Clearing 
Fully Insured 


Dudek Heating & Cooling 


Service and Installation 


Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates - Furnaces - Boilers 
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters 
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing 


Keith Dudek : Owner 
11681 Rawsonville 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Office: (734) 461-6165 
Cell: (734) 730-9733 


OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, MONDAY - SATURDAY 
11A.M.-3P.M. CALL 734-461-9458 


e N 734-461-9458 

and 

People Meet. C} ae Visit us @ 
a fmar1.org 


Promoting a 

Healthy 

and Safe Ei r3 
Environment 

for All. Friends of nal 


Animals Ai 


E] Free Estimates 
a ot Service & Repair 
mani eang, 
as Lines ore 
PLUMBING 


Caleb Windiate 
734.307.6478 


ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com 


Licensed & Insured 
Honest & Reliable 


Save 80% on DIVORCE 


You can have confidence with CS&R 
we have been proudly providing quality service since 1992 


OUR PRICE IS AFFORDABLE 
OUR SERVICE MAKES US THE BEST 
WITH OUR DIVORCE SERVICE YOU DON'T GET A CONFUSING INSTRUCTION 
SHEET - WEGETIT DONE! 


CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY 734-425-1074 (or you can text to 
734-221-0844) 
WEBSITE: www.CSRdisability.com 


west BRANCH BUILDERS 


TSS 


21321 KARR RD 
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


TIM BOWMAN 


SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY FOR 
OVER 38 YEARS 


LICENSED 
INSURED 


RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL 


westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com PHONE 734-476-1098 


-697-7939 
Belleville, MI Fax 734-69 


AUTO « HOME • MOBILE HOME 
DUANE DETLOR, CIC BOAT ° BUSINESS ° LIFE 


ng @ Probate @ Criminal Law 
othe © Pony Sho 

Cn 324-710-0074 

Bdlaille, Mech. 48117 www amupeversolelaw cam 


December 31, 2020/Belleville Area Independent 


Daud C. Brun Funeral Fome 


SERVING THE ComMUNITY FOR 
OverR 35 YEARS 


SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP 
& Van Buren TownsuiP 


Specializing in Celebration of Life Services. 


460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 
(734) 697-4500 


David C. Brown, Manager e Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director 
Complete Line of Monuments & Markers. 
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com 


Higgerson & Neal 
Funeral Home 


Continuing A Belleville Tradition Since 1932 


209 Main Street 
Belleville, Michigan 48111 


734-697-9400 


VISIT US AT WWW.HNFHOME.COM 


HIGGERSON & NEAL 


— =y 
Funeral Home 
ROBERTS BROTHERS C A E 

4 Fhemihy Tradita 


= an 


734 - 482 - 6000 
320 N. Washington - Ypsilanti, MI 
Christopher Janowiak — Licensed Manager 


734 - 699 - 6000 
19865 Sumpter Road - Belleville, MI 
Geoffrey Janowiak — Licensed Manager 


JAN OWIAK 


FUNERAL HOME 
WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST 


janowiakfuneralhome.com 


Funeral Service 


Funeral Service with Burial | with Cremation to Follow 


Service Charge ......:ccccccccscscscnen $4,890.00 Service Charge ou... cscs $4,890.00 
Casket 5 colors made in U.S.A. ..... $1,395.00 Ceremonial Rental Casket................ $1,095.00 
Grave Liner „11ain $700.00 Register Book Package ........................ $140.00 
Register Book Package Ma ATA eee $140.00 Crematory RE T R T A CRO $180.00 
E e E ccravcesceen $7,125.00 Cremation Authorization..................-. $75.00 
Same Day SEVICE m ran na $6,630.00 Total rieur AA $6,380.00 

Same Day Service ............... ee $5,885.00 


Includes arrangement conference, 


Simplified 
Cremation 


$1,695 


*Certain restrictions apply. 


local transportation, crematory, 
cremation container, 
website obituary 


and video tribute. 


Service Charges to include Basic Service of Funeral Director and Staff, Embalming, Other Preparation 
of Body, Visitation at Funeral Home or Other Facility, Funeral Service at Funeral Home or Other Facility, 
Transfer to Funeral Home 30 mile radius, Hearse and Service Vehicle. Website Obituary and Video Tribute. 
Other charges may include sales tax, cemetery charges, newspaper notices, and vault company service fee. 


Belinda Jennings 


BELINDA JENNINGS 

(March 2, 1974 — December 21, 2020)_ 

Belinda Jennings, age 46, of Ann Arbor, MI, 
passed away Monday, December 21, 2020 at 
her home, surrounded by family, following 
a long illness. She was born March 2, 1974 
in Highland Park, MI, daughter of Blandy & 
Linda (Thomas) Jennings. She was a member 
of Belleville High School Class of 1993. 

She enjoyed working for the Ann Arbor News 
for several years before medical issues caused 
her to go on disability. Belinda, commonly 
known as Buckwheat was a social butterfly who 
enjoyed cooking, talking on the phone, music, 
and learning new things. She loved shopping 
and most of all, her family. She was “Mama” 
to everyone she met. She loved hard and carried 
the pain of others. But God said no more pain 
for her. She can fly as high and spread those 
wings as wide as she wants and be free. Though 
she will be missed dearly by so many that she 
touched. 

Belinda is survived by daughter Sha’Liese 
Jennings, her mother Linda Jennings, two cats 
Layla and Marie, all of Ann Arbor, MI, her best 
friends Milea Minor and Tina Tipper, also a host 
of extended family, friends & her “babies”. She 
was preceded in death by her father in 1975. 
To honor her wishes, dignified cremation rites 
have been accorded. Arrangements have been 
entrusted to David C. Brown Funeral Home, 
Belleville, MI. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations to NAAF-National Alopecia Areata 
Foundation would be appreciated. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com 


More Obituaries on 
page 6 


Things to do in the 
Belleville area... 


¢ Thursday, Jan. 7 — Red Cross Blood Drive, 
1-7 p.m., Van Buren Township Hall. Call 1-800- 
733-2767 to make an appointment. 

e Saturday, Jan. 9 — Belleville High School 
finals football game against Cass Tech at BHS 
field, 1 p.m. Postponed from previous Jan. 2 
date. 


Upcoming Meetings 


e Tuesday, Jan. 5 — Zoom meetings on plans 
for the first Belleville Lakefest at 1 p.m. and 6 
p.m. To register, see Belleville Area Chamber 
of Commerce at info@bellevilleareachamber. 
org . Do not have to be member of Chamber 
to participate, only be a part of the 48111 area. 
Opportunities to raise funds for non-profits. 

e Monday, Jan. 11 — Belleville City Council, 
7:30 p.m. 
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James Edward Taylor 


JAMES EDWARD TAYLOR 

(March 29, 1943 — December 15, 2020)_ 

James Edward Taylor, 77, passed away in his 
home on Tuesday, December 15, 2020. 

James (Jim) was born on March 29, 1943 to 
Lloyd and Helen (Norris) Taylor in Kentucky. 
As a child, he moved to Michigan with his 
family in 1949. Jim was known to most of 
family as “Ronnie” while growing up. He 
was the type of person who was tough on the 
outside, but gentle on the inside. As a young 
man he was active, always fixing cars or doing 
something productive with his hands. 

He was the general manager at the local Big 
Boy for 35 years before retiring. During that 
time he and his wife Robin, who also worked at 
the restaurant, both were part of the Belleville 
community. 

Jim was preceded in death by his parents, 
brother Herman, and sister Joyce. He is 
survived by his wife Robin; his siblings Harry, 
Janet, Thomas, Guy, Gloria, and Cathy; his 4 
children Kelly, Joshua, Brent, and Samantha; 
his two step-daughters Amanda and Melody; 
as well as his 3 grandsons Connor, Brittan, and 
Declan. Cremation services will take place at 
Fisher Funeral Home and a service is planned 
to be held by the family at a later date. 


Virginia (Koch) Jones 


VIRGINIA (KOCH) JONES 

(August 6, 1930 — December 27, 2020)_ 

Mrs. Virginia (Koch) Jones, age 90, of Canton, 
MI, formerly of Belleville, MI, passed away 
peacefully Sunday, December 27, 2020 at St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Livonia, MI. She was born 
August 6, 1930 in Detroit, MI, only child of 
Alvin & Beatrice (Wilkinson) Koch. 

Mrs. Jones worked in accounting at Chrysler 
Corporation for several years, but was forever 
dedicated to her family. She was a master 
gardener who also enjoyed sewing and crafts, 
and cooking for her family. 

Virginia is survived by six children: Debby 
(Steve) Rennells of Belleville, MI, Larry 
(Cathy) Jones of Boyne City, MI, Wayne 
(Shelly) Jones of Ann Arbor, MI, Mark (Cyndy) 
Jones of Ypsilanti Township, MI, Tammy (Bill) 
Osier of Belleville and Scott (Angie) Jones 
of Belleville; 17 grandchildren and 26 great- 
grandchildren and three more on-the-way. She 
is also survived by numerous extended family 
and friends. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, husband of 70 years John D. Jones, and 
grandson Bradley A. Rennells. 

Dignified cremation rites have been accorded. 
Arrangements were by David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, Belleville. 

www.davidcbrownfh.com 
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(continued from page 1) 


they wanted 40,000 masks. The workers 
stopped, looked at them, and then gave 
them 40,000 masks, McNamara said. 

He said it will cost $10,000 for postage, 
envelopes, and labels to send the masks. He 
said by Jan. 15, they will mail three masks 
to every home in Van Buren Township. 
He said they will also distribute to the 
apartments and mobile home parks. 

McNamara said actually the masks will 
cost a total of $17,000 because he needs 
$7,000 to put a VBT logo on the masks. 

“We are still going after grants, but I 
can’t promise we’ll be reimbursed” for the 
$7,000, he said. 

“Why can’t the residents come in and 
pick up the masks?” asked Trustee Sherry 
Frazier. 

McNamara said it is only costing 30 to 
40 cents a mask and, “They are the nicest 
masks I’ve ever seen.” He said they are 
double-woven. 

Trustee Frazier said she isn’t against 
giving out the masks, but residents could 
pick them up at no cost. 

Trustee Donald Boynton said he doesn’t 
go anywhere and hasn’t been to work 
since March 19. He said he has a sprayer 
with alcohol that he uses on everything 
delivered to his home. He wouldn’t go pick 
up the masks and others won’t either, he 
said. 

Clerk Leon Wright said, “We want to 
reach everyone.” He said although the 
township tries to get the word out on 
things to the public through social media 
and other ways, “We can’t get everyone to 
know what we’re doing.” 

Clerk Wright said the majority will use 
and wear masks until 70% of the people get 
vaccinated. He said this is a good program. 

Frazier asked how they are getting the 
addresses of the residents and McNamara 
said they were using tax records. 

Trustee Miller said masks minimize the 
risk and she has confidence in Supervisor 
McNamara to recover the cost. 

The board voted unanimously to approve 
the $280,000 total, take it from Covid-19 
expenses, and amend the 2020 budget, 
with necessary transfer from the general 
fund to cover the expenditure. 


Miller stated no elected official is getting 
hazard pay. 

In other business in the one-hour-and-36- 
minute meeting on Dec. 15, the board: 

e Approved the supervisor’s appointments 
of board of trustee members as liaisons to 
committees and commissions: Supervisor 
McNamara to the Local Development 
Finance Authority (LDFA) and the 
Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA), Treasurer Sharry Budd to the 
Planning Commission and South Huron 
Valley Utility Authority (SHVUA), Clerk 
Leon Wright to the Election Commission 
and Recreation Committee, Trustee Reggie 
Miller to the Election Commission and 
September Days Endowment Committte, 
Trustee Sherry Frazier to the Water and 
Sewer Commission, Trustee Kevin Martin 
to the Board of Zoning Appeals and 
the Election Commission, and Trustee 
Donald Boynton, Jr. to the Environmental 
Commission; 

e Gave a fond farewell to Fire Chief 
Amy Brow who is retiring after four years 
on the job. Incoming Fire Chief David 
McInally virtually presented an engraved 
award to her. Supervisor McNamara said 
Brow, “brought a new level of training and 
professionalism to the fire department.” 
He said it seemed like a revolving door for 
fire fighters at first and, “We went through 
a lot of people” but it was backed by the 
union and she set a very high standard and 
“forced them to live up to it.” McNamara 
said Brow was the best fire chief they ever 
had. Public Safety Director Greg Laurain 
said Brow has a strong work ethic and, 
among other things, they were able to get 
six on-call fire fighters promoted to full 
time, “which I thought we’d never get.” 
Police Chief Jason Wright said Brow has 
been a good friend and he is sorry to see 
her go. After more heartfelt comments by 
the board, Brow tearfully responded: “Life 
has a strange way of working out and it’s 
time for me to retire”; 

e Heard Matt Best, director of public 
services, give a presentation with artistic 
renditions of what the French Landing 
Park will look like after its many upgrades. 
Trustee Miller said she wished Director 
Best had given the board information on 
the park plans to review before making 
his presentation because board members 
might have other ideas to add. “You’re 


HONESTY IS OUR POLICY 
Lonnie s & 
Auro REPAIR 


I NEW CUSTOMERS GET 
| 10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR: 


I 
I 
1 GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY- 1 
i RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE > 


: WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 1-31-21 p4 


| Disc BRAKE SPECIAL 11 LET'S GET READY FOR WINTER! 


Premium Paps & Rotors, INCLUDES i : VEHICLE CHECK `q Gs: 
Belts, Hoses, Etc. I 
l 


l Lasor, STARTING aT $225 or Less! 


Most Cars. Restrictions Apply. lI 
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ENIORS, VETERANS & | 
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE , 


I 
I 
I 
| 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL! 
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Al 
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50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville ° 734-325-7065 
Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm 
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100% right,’ McNamara said to Miller. 
“We have not approved any of these plans. 
It should have been in your packet and it 
will be brought back to you before we go 
out for bids.” He said he and Best have 
been very busy and at the first of the year 
they will be even more busy with plans for 
a recreation center. Best’s presentation of 
the Master Plan for French Landing Park 
by landscape architect Russell Design 
included the first phase of removing brush 
and vines and poison ivy and trees, along 
with the decayed play structure that will 
not be replaced. Then came announcement 
of an extensive boardwalk that goes 
out into the lake; a kayak/canoe launch; 
cement walkways and parking areas; a 52’ 
square, 30’ high unique tensile structure 
that is like a tent; an irrigation system from 
the lake for the grass; fixed seating with a 


bar top along the lake, and other items. “It 
is an eyesore,” McNamara said of French 
Landing Park. “It’s gotta be fixed”; 

e Heard Trustee Martin ask for an update 
on the Huron River Drive bridge and Miller 
reported that Wayne County Commissioner 
Al Haidous told her they plan on opening 
the week of Christmas. McNamara was 
asked if he got the bridge expanded to 
allow for the Iron Belle Trail to cross over 
the south side of the bridge and McNamara 
said he didn’t. He said the new bridge has a 
“small” six-foot walkway on the north side 
of the bridge. He said once he learned how 
much bridge superstructure would have to 
be changed, at great expense, he stopped 
asking them. He said if you walk under the 
bridge you can see what he’s talking about; 

e Heard Treasurer Budd say her office 


(continued on page 9) 


Freedom of the Press, 


protected by the First Amendment, is critical 
to a democracy in which the government is 
accountable to the people. 


Thank you Belleville Area Independent for 
providing us a weekly paper full of useful 

\ local information and a forum for all to be 

~ heard. Too many local newspapers across 
our nation have died due to lack of support 
and readership. We appreciate all the hard 
work you do on our behalf.” 


-Lavin Inc. 


D İİ RE C T O RY 


BELLEVILLE CHURCH OF GOD 
45170 Hull Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
Sunday Bible Classes — 10:00 a.m. (all ages) 
Zoe Kids & Adult Worship — 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday classes & clubs for all ages 7:00 p.m. 
bellevillecog.com or on Facebook! 


sp bETHANY 


810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 


Faith Assembly Church 
Sunday School- 10:00am * Worship Service- 11:00am 
Wednesday Bible Study - 7:00pm 
Kid’s Classes * Youth Group * Boy Scouts 
894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 
Find us on Facebook! or www.faithassemblybelleville.com 


Ridge Road Church of Christ 
1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
Sunday Worship Service 8:30 AM or 11 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 6 PM 
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930 


RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
All services are open to in person or live stream. 
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Adult & Youth @ 7 p.m. 
Visitrol-ag.com (734) 699-6700 


ST. ANTHONY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 

(734) 697-1211 
= Saturday Mass: 6:00pm 
= Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am 
Face Mask & Distancing Guidelines in Place. 
www.stanthonybelleville.com 
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Sa. ORPHAN 
YC RHE 

A WEEK 
BEASLEY 


Meet Beasley! 
a super spunky 7 month 
old Chihuahua mix ready 
for her forever family. 
She is a high energy, 
wiggly and crazy puppy 
who has spent some 
time recovering from 
an injury in the home 
of our shelter owners. 
Beasley is described 
as a super cuddly, slipper 
grabbing, zooming wild 
child! Beasley seems 
to do well with other 
small dogs after some 
time to warm up but 

rather fearful of dogs 
significantly larger than 
her. She also seems to 
do well with calmer house 
cats. Beasley is a young 
puppy and still needs 


She’s 


VBT 
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will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Dec. 30 for those who wish to pay their 
property taxes. She said her office will 
be the only one open at township hall and 
someone will greet visitors at the door. The 
township offices otherwise are closed Dec. 
21 through Jan. 3; 

e Heard Clerk Wright encourage the 
board and the public to wear masks and 
wash their hands. He told of how surprised 
he was to see three or four people walking 
around without masks at Meijer recently, 
along with a tall, mask-less customer who 
talked over the plastic barrier intended 
to protect the cashier. As to the vaccine, 
Wright said the right thing to do to is step 
up and get the vaccine when it’s available. 
He said the health-care workers are rolling 
up their sleeves to get the shots and he 
intends to be first in line when he is able to 
get it. He said he does not trust the virus, 
and has much more trust in the vaccine. He 
encouraged people to research information 
on the vaccines. He said his relatives have 
lost their lives to the virus and a young lady 
has been in a coma for six months; 


SPECIALIZING IN LARGE AND Hazarpous REMovALs 


PROFESSIONAL 
TREE SERVICE 


24 Hr. Emercency SERVICE 
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL 
Stump & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL 
CRANE SERVICE * FIREWOOD 
FuLLY INsuRED ° FREE ESTIMATES 
Senior Citizen Discount 
EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA 
Call Tom (734) 864-2243 
10% OFF MENTION AD 
Call Joe (734) 664-9285 


e Heard Supervisor McNamara read a 
letter from 34" District Court Judge David 
Parrott as Judge Parrott’s “judicial career 
comes to a close.” Judge Parrott has lived 
in VBT for more than 30 years and has 
been active on township commissions 
and committees. He said he isn’t going 
anywhere and would be glad to help the 
township in any way possible; and 

e Heard Clerk Wright read a letter from 
a resident who praised his department 
for putting on a good election and taking 
time to answer questions promptly from 
township residents. He also announced in 
this year’s Coats for School Kids he was 
able to get donations to be able to give 
coats to kids in 15 families, plus a $250 gift 
certificate for each family. He also accepted 
400-500 toys and games for children 2-8 
years, which he distributed free on Dec. 17 
in front of township hall. 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 
The Belleville-Area 
Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 


bellevilleareaindependent.com 


customerond@gmail.com 
307 INDUSTRIAL PARK DR 
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 
OPTIMUM 
ON D NATURAL 
DISTRIBUTORS 
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Tri-community 
government offices 
closed until Jan. 4 


Belleville City Clerk/Treasurer Verna 
Chapman said the administrative offices at 
City Hall are closed for the holidays and will 
reopen at 9 a.m., Monday, Jan. 4. 

City Manager Tracey Schultz Kobylarz 
announced that someone will be in the office 
on Jan. 1 to accept any applications for the 
marijuana industry, since that is the deadline. 

She also said she will be in the office on 
Dec. 28, 29, and 31, if residents want to pay 
their property taxes. 

Sumpter Township 

Sumpter Township offices are closed for the 
holidays and will reopen Monday, Jan. 4. The 
treasurer’s office will be open from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 29, and Thursday, 
Dec. 31, for property tax payments. Other 
payments can be dropped in the drop-box 
in the wall of township hall, with a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope if a receipt is 
required. 

The Sumpter Township Senior Center 
is closed until further notice because of 
COVID-19, but the commodities program 
continues. For more information call Senior 
Coordinator Maryann Watson at (734) 461- 
9373. 

Van Buren Township 

Van Buren Township offices are closed 
and will reopen Jan. 4 at 7:30 a.m. for online 
and phone business only. In-person business 
hours will resume at 10 a.m. Jan. 4 and run 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

The treasurer’s office will be open from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 30, for 
property tax payments or any other payments 
residents would like to make, per the state’s 
General Property Tax Act. The office will 
still be checking the outside drop box and 
will be able to do business over the phone. 
Call (734) 699-8903. 

Police/Fire 

The police and fire departments in the 
City of Belleville, Sumpter Township, Van 
Buren Township, and all other communities 
everywhere, continue to serve 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. 


Follow Us on Social! 
U Dè © 


Avoid costly downtime and 
dangerous electrical outages! 
We install generators that 
can power your whole house! 


work on housebreaking 
and excited puppy pee 
accidents. Please note 
that because she is 
recovering from an injury 
she may need to be on 
some restrictions until 
fully healed. If you are 
ready to add this sweet, 
zippy pup to your family 
call 734-461-9458 to 
schedule an appointment. 
Beasley is vaccinated, 
spayed, microchipped 
and heartworm negative. 


WHOLE HOUSE DUCT CLEANING 
SPECIAL!! JUSTS4491! 


(up te 2000 cq. A) 
Includes free furnace & dryer 
vent cleaning!! 


house air cleaner! 
Contact us now! 734.697.8288 
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Photo by Reg Ion 
The Romulus Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9568 has merged with the Dearborn Heights 
VFW Post 78 and now has been renamed the Pvt. James D. Donovan/Romulus Post 78. 
On Dec. 15 the posts merged and now the Romulus Post is considered the oldest post 
in Michigan and now has a total of about 240 members. The Dearborn Heights Post 
presented a check for $60,000 to the Romulus Post at the merging ceremony, where they 
elected officers until the regular general election in April. From left are an unidentified 
member of the former Romulus Post, Quartermaster Bob Williams, and Commander 
John Barrett. Other officers elected were Sr. Vice Commander Ben Farmer, Jr. Vice 
commander John Stough, Chaplin Dave Bell, and Trustees Johnny Rese, Ron Allen, and 
Ken. The post is located at 39270 W. Huron River Dr., Romulus. 
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Photo courtesy of Dee Crowe 
Some of the Belleville Breakfast Club 
Striders who regularly run or walk in 
Lower Huron Metropark did something 
special on Sunday, Dec. 6. They made a 
roaring fire and gathered to sip coffee and 
eat breakfast. 


“Tf we lose freedom here, there is no 
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Sumpter Township 
resident arraigned on 
felony assault charges 


According to a news release from Sumpter 
Township Police, Dajon Donte Lewis, 18, 
of Sumpter Township, was arraigned Dec. 
25 at 34th District Court on the following 
charges: 

e One count of assault with intent to do 
great bodily harm less than murder; 

e One count of assault with a dangerous 
weapon (felonious assault); and 

e Two counts of felony firearm. 

Lewis is being held in the Wayne County 
Jail on $100,000 cash or surety bond and 
his probable cause conference is set for 
Jan. 6 before Judge Tina Brooks Green. 

He is to have no contact with the victim 
or the home on Edgewood Drive where the 
shooting occurred. 

The charges brought against Lewis 
result from a home invasion on Dec. 14 
on Edgewood Drive, in the Rawsonville 
Woods mobile home community on 
Rawsonville Road. Police said during the 
incident, the defendant produced a handgun 
and a struggle ensued which resulted in 
a 22-year-old resident of the home being 
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shot through the leg. 

The defendant fled the location but 
was located and taken into custody in the 
Ypsilanti area by the Michigan State Police 
Fugitive Team. 

The Sumpter news release said, “We thank 
them for their hard work and assistance in 
this case.” 

This was not a random crime and the 
defendant and the victim are acquaintances, 
the news release said. 


10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD* 


Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming 
Tree Pruning ° Brush Removal 
Stump Grinding 


Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts 
No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small 


TNTTREE.COM 
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE. 


MON.-FRI. 8AM-6PM, SAT. 8AM-NOON 


ie ANIMAL 

| l 

al W MEDICAL 
d | ] 


x t VAN BUREN 


| CENTER 


ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN 


Scott Driscoll, DVM 


Keri Dasher, DVM 


491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111 


www.amcvanburen.com 


place to escape to. This is the last stand z . ES: . h h : 
on Earth.” Heating ù Air Conditioning ¢ Refrigeration ¢ Duct Cleaning d 
— Ronald Reagan Furnace Experts ¢ Insurance Claims ¢ Boiler Specialists 
he (F) OO eme — 
Read The Newspaper CALL 734-390-4922 


On The Web! re e E T 
n I 
The Belleville-Area 
F TUNE UP DIAGNOSTIC 
independent Website , WITH COMBUSTION 1 
is Online! Visitus@ | | oiie 
bellevilleareaindependent.com jae 


Y AIR 
CONDITIONER OR 
I FURNACE 
INSTALLATION 


Previous orders excluded. Not valid 
with any other offer. Must present 
coupon at time of quote. Limited time ony y Must present coupon at time of service. I Must present coupon at time of service. 
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Not valid with any other offer. 
me restrictions may appl 
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings. 
With C&G coupon ¢ Limited Time Only. 
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HUMIDIFIER & 
AIR PURIFIER 


Not valid with any other offer. 
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BONECUTTERS 


TREE EXPERTS, LLC 


WINTER SPECIALS 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE YEAR ROUND 


50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH! 
e Storm Clean Up 
e Free Estimates 
e Tree Topping & Trimming 
e Tree & Shrub Removal 
e Stump Removal ° Bucket Service 


Insured & Senior Discounts 


<<(734) 431-4202 


One Call Does It All... 
. . . At the Independent 
699-9020 


Minding 


Your Business 
with Bob Mytych 


The Air Doctors of Belleville is offering 
60-month, 0% APR financing on new 
heating and cooling systems along with 
coupon savings on furnace tune-ups, AC 
and furnace installation, energy audits, 
humidifier and air purifier units, and 
other services. Be sure to see their ad in 
today’s paper. They’re BBB accredited, 
licensed, and insured since 1980 and all of 
their techs wear Covid-19 protection and 
follow CDC guidelines. Call owner Brynn 
Cooksey at (734) 390-4922 and visit www. 
airdoctorshvacservice.com. 

kkk 

Here’s the latest from the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association concerning the 
resumption of the fall football playoffs for 
Belleville. Under the latest guidelines and 
emergency orders from the state, football 
teams began two days of outdoor, non- 
contact conditioning and drills on Monday, 
Dec. 28, in advance of the first round of 
virus testing slated for Wednesday, Dec. 


EXPRESS TIRE 


AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 
10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 697-2424 


e State-Certified Mechanics ° Oil Changes ° Tune-Ups ° 
e Brakes ° Shocks/Struts ¢ Front-End Work e» 
¢ Alignments ¢ Batteries ° Charging Systems « 
¢ Radiator & Transmission Fluid Changes « 
e Check-Engine Light Diagnostics ° 


Hours: 
Monpbay - Fripay 7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. ° Saturpays 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 P.M. 


Visir www.EXPRESSTIREMI.com For 
Diaitrac Coupons & Tire Pricina! 


30, as ordered by the Michigan Department 
of Health & Human Services rapid testing 
pilot program. Schools will test players, 
coaches, and other team personnel with 
full-contact practice then allowed after 
the first round of negative results. The 
testing program will utilize BinaxNOW 
antigen tests that produce results within 15 
minutes. For football, the regional finals 
featuring Cass Tech and Belleville at BHS 
will take place on Saturday, Jan. 9, with 
the semifinals scheduled for Jan. 16, and 
the state finals the weekend of Jan. 22- 
23. Let’s hope we can wrap the season up 
this time around. If the MDHHS’s current 
epidemic order, which paused activity 
Nov.18 is set to expire on Jan. 15, and if 
restrictions on non-contact sports are lifted, 
then volleyball and swimming and diving 
could practice and compete at that time 
under the same rapid testing program that 
football is following. The state playoffs 
and finals in those other sports have yet 
to complete their post seasons. Stay tuned 
and go, Tigers! 
KKK 

Well, here’s to better days to come in 
this somewhat, crazy, upside-down world 
around us. Since this pandemic began, 
we’ve added the sentiment “be safe” to 
everyday greetings with each other and 
sayings like “celebrate responsibly” takes 
on additional meanings, as well. We’ll get 
through it. Thank you to all the advertisers 
for running your ads with us over the past 
year and we’re here to help in any way we 
can. Whenever we get calls from readers 
looking for a handyman, a plumber, 
painter, tree trimmer, etc. we gladly give 
out numbers from our advertising base 
and sometimes we hear feedback, which 
brings it back around full circle. We can 
customize your current ad with us or create 
something brand new for you if you’d like. 
Are you a business owner and new to this 
paper? Give us a try in 2021. I can send 
you our ad rates by email, fax, or answer 
your questions safely by phone. I can be 
reached at sportzriter@aol.com or by 
calling (734) 699 9020. If you can’t find 


GOLD AT ALL-TIME HIGHS. DON’T WAIT, CASH IN NOW! 


CASH FOR GOLD!!! 


By Appointment Only. Call 734-697-9110 


å 


Doing Business in Belleville Since 1986. Call 734-697-9110 


WE PAY 
TOP 
DOLLAR! 


Examples of items we will buy: 
Chains, bracelets, earrings, broken or mismatched items, 
Class rings, gemstones, wedding rings, diamonds, coins, 
Dental gold, and sterling silver flatware! 


HONEST 
EVALUATION 
AT NO COST! 
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one of the 7,000 Independents printed each 
week, you can read the paper in its entirety 
in a PDF download at our website at www. 
bellevilleareaindependent.com Happy 
New Year! 


KKK 


Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych at 
(734) 699-9020. There is no cost to be in 
this column. 


Court Watching: 
2018 case of gunman 


outside Egan’s Pub set 
for Feb. 25 court session 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

The case of Scott William-Samuel Settles, 
45, of Belleville, continues to wend its 
way through the Wayne County Circuit 
Court. Settles was charged with carrying 
a dangerous weapon with unlawful intent, 
weapons-felony firearm, gun possession 
while intoxicated and brandishing a 
firearm in public on Dec. 18, 2018 outside 
of Egan’s Pub in Belleville. 

He is free after posting $10,000/10% 
bond. Originally, his retained defense 
attorney was Michael Vincent. Now the 
attorney is listed as Leslie E. Posner. 

A jury trial, originally set for Oct.23,2019, 
was canceled at the request of the defense. 
A competency hearing for Miranda Rights 
was held in July 2020. Currently, a pretrial 
session is set for Feb. 25, 2021. 


Sumpter Twp. 
(continued from page 3) 
18 years on the bench. Judge Parrott had 
been involved in numerous community 
projects and Judge Parrott said if there is 
anything he can do for Sumpter, he would 
be glad to do it. Trustee Morgan gave a 
thank you to Judge Parrott and the generous 
things he has done for the community and 
suggested a round of applause and board 
members applauded; 

e Heard Trustee Morgan say she hopes 
the board can come together in the new 
year and, “Any animosity towards me can 
be put aside before we leave tonight”; 

e Heard Trustee Matt Oddy congratulate 
the board on its first virtual meeting and 
recognized that Judge Parrott’s replacement 
Lisa Martin has been in the audience of 
that night’s virtual meeting. “We hopefully 
will have her working down in Sumpter 
Township as we did with Judge Parrott,” 
Trustee Oddy said; and 

e Heard township attorney Young say 
Judge Parrott has been on the bench many 
years and, “Dave Parrott is one of the 
smartest judges I’ve served in front of. 
And, welcome to Judge Martin.” 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 
The Belleville-Area 


Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 


bellevilleareaindependent.com 
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VBT, Belleville, Sumpter 
alert residents to DTE 
tree trimming for 2021 


DTE will be notifying residents in certain 
areas of Van Buren Township, Sumpter 
Township and, the City of Belleville via a 
phone call and a letter explaining that tree 
trimming will begin in their area in 2021. 

The announcement was made in a news 
release from VBT on Dec. 14 and a notice 
from the City of Belleville on Dec. 15. 
Sumpter Township has posted a DTE tree 
trimming map for 2021 on its website at 
https://sumptertwp.org , as has Belleville 
on its website at https://bellevilleonthelake. 
com . 

To view a map of the tree trimming area in 
Van Buren Township and other documents, 
visit: https://vanburen-mi.org/dte-tree- 
trimming-scheduled-for-202 1-in-vbt/. 

“Since the summer we’ve been working 
diligently with DTE to limit the outages 
in our community,” said VBT Supervisor 
Kevin McNamara. “They’ve heard our 
plea and will begin trimming trees in the 
problematic areas of the township.” 

The first step in the tree-trimming process 
is for DTE to plan the work. If a resident is 
not at home when DTE is evaluating the 
resident’s property (“planning the work”), 
DTE will leave a door hanger with contact 
information for the property owner. 

“The best way we can help DTE with this 
project is to allow them on our property, 
when requested, for them to reach the trees 
that need to be removed,” McNamara said. 
“Other than that, DTE has told us that the 
service is quick and residents will not need 
to do anything else.” 

For more information or to view the 
sample letter and door hangers visit www. 
vanburen-mi.org or see the DTE website at 
dteenergy.com/treecare . 


PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18. 

This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS 


FOR SALE WANTED SERVICES 


FOOD GRADE BARRELS — Various 
sizes & styles. Inventory & pictures 
at www.mattsbarrels.com Call/text 
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis. 
HORSE FLAME WOOD BURNING 
STOVE, 21”w, 16”d, 30”t. Never Used, 
$550. Momo wheels, 20’x9”x3 1/4”, lug 
spacing, $300. Solid walnut bankers desk. 
Great condition, recently refinished. $500. 
(313) 506-2553 


01/14 


12/31 


3 GRAVE SITES AT Tyler 
Road Cemetery. $300/ea. 
(734) 307-8062 12/31 
ANTIQUE SINGER TREADLE 


SEWING machine. Oak cabinet. $125. 
ACCORDIAN, Bennelli Minuet Model. 
Cream w/gold keys & case. $100. 
(734) 482-6458 12/31 
MOHR FIREPLACE-the original, free 
standing, wood burning & utensils 
included, $140. 2  Ellipticals, $45/ 
ea. or both for $80. Health Rider Total 
Body, $75. Stationary bike, $50. Bob 
(734) 260-0007 

FIREWOOD. All oak. $85. No junk 
wood, no rot, no bugs. All clean oak 
wood. No delivery. Will help load. 
(734) 587-3625 01/14 


VEHICLE FOR SALE 


2000 CHRYSLER LHS. 4-door, full 
power. Very clean car. No rust. Private 
owner.. (734) 695-0819 

2014 JEEP PATRIOT. Economical 
4-speed. Sorry, no air. Immaculate 
inside & out. New tires. Private owner. 
(734) 695-0819 


MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE 


NEW & USED HOMES in Belleville/ 
Canton area. Family Communities: Holiday 
West (734) 461-9797 & Holiday Estates 
(734) 495-0500. Senior Community: 
Royal Holiday (734) 455-2666 


LOST 


BLACK CAT in the area of Family 
Dollar & RR tracks on Sumpter road. 
Call (734) 697-2182 


FOR RENT 


3-ROOM OFFICE SPACE on Main Street. 
Call (734) 355-5464 


01/14 


12/31 


12/31 


12/31 


12/31 


12/31 


“If we lose freedom here, there is no 
place to escape to. This is the last stand 


on Earth.” 
— Ronald Reagan 


H & W 
TOP DOLLAR $ 


Cash For Salvage & 
Scrap Vehicles. 


7 Days. Free Towing. 
Licensed & Insured. 


(734) 223-5581 
(517) 605-6388 


WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600 TFN 
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 ŒE. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600 TFN 
CASH PAID FOR Sports Cards and Comic 
Books. 50s, 60s, 70s. Private collector 
can come to you when it is safe to do so. 
(734) 697-3546 


HELP WANTED 


12/31 


AREA TRAINEE for local Real 
Estate Firm. For appointment call 
(734) 697-1800 TFN 


“Td kill for a Nobel Peace Prize.” 
— Steven Wright 


Notice to Advertisers: 

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent's liability shall be limited to an 
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind. 


A&L SERVICES 
Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service 
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, 
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath. 
Serving Belleville Since 
1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628 


M.D. APPLIANCE 
SERVICE 


Refrigerators > Washers 
Dryers » Ranges 
$40 House Call 

Call Monday-Friday, 9am-4:30pm 


(734) 782-3354 


PLUMBING ° SEWER 
DRAINS - HANDYMAN 


Gutters Cleaned! 
CALL US! 
Local To The 
Belleville Area. Call 
(313) 740-6276. 
Ask For Bill. 


LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME Jobs too 
LARGE - NO JOB too SMALL. 
LICENSED & REFERENCES. 
(734) 765-9224 TEN 
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE. 
Leaf removal, painting, roof and gutter 
cleaning & leaks, landscaping & window 
cleaning. (734) 796-3628 


04/08 


12/31 


CASH FOR YOUR HOME 


CASH FOR YOUR HOME 
ANY CONDITION OK 
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE. 
AERO REALTY 


35890 GODDARD 
ROMULUS, MI 48174 
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595 
SSESSSSSHSSSHSSSSSSSSSSSSSHSHSSS 
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Marijuana 


(continued from page 1) 


be six feet at first or smaller at first. 

“If you envision the wall, you have to 
come up with some means of watering the 
bushes,” Renaud said. “Now you see a 
bunch of rusted cars.” 

When there was a question on the 
VoTech property on Sumpter Road owned 
by the Van Buren Public Schools’ district, 
Chairman Jones said the property is not 
currently being used as a school and so 
they are not requiring a 1,000-foot setback 
from that property. 

He said the overlay map is based on 
what is currently in place and anything 
that would happen in the future is not 
addressed. 

“If another school opened, those 


Van Buren Public 
Schools Public Notice 


Attention Parents/Guardians and 
Former Students: 


The Van Buren Public School District 
has determined that certain special 
education records that contain personal 
identifiable information about former 
students are no longer needed to provide 
educational services to those students. 
Specifically, the District no longer 
has a need to maintain certain special 
education records for students who 
graduated or dropped out of school prior 
to June 16, 1995. 


Under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, parents or adult former 
students may request the District destroy 
personally identifiable information 
when a school district no longer needs 
that information to provide educational 
services to the student. Under the Family 
Educational Right & Privacy Act, parents 
and adult former students have the 
right to inspect and review educational 
records. These records may be useful for 
purposes of college admissions or for 
obtaining public assistance benefits. 


If a parent or adult former student would 
to inspect and review records, they may 
set an appointment to do so on or before 
February 1, 2021 by contacting 


Angela Mercer 
Email: amercer@vanburenschools.net 
Phone: (734)697-1009 


Please note that after February 1, 2021, 
unless the District has received a request 
to inspect and review records, it will 
destroy any or all special education 
records of students who either graduated 
or dropped out prior to June 14, 1995 
as permitted by state and federal 
law. For more information email 
amercer@vanburenschools.net . 


Karen Johnston 
Director Student Services 
karenjohnston@ vanburenschools.net 


businesses in place would be allowed to 
continue as non-conforming uses,” said 
Jones, who works for the school district. 

Councilman Ken Voigt said the overlay 
setbacks on the map refer to existing 
schools. 

Matthew McLean, who has asked for 
the overlay map to include his business on 
East Huron River Drive, the former Cocoa 
Beach tanning salon, said he graduated 
from the VoTech facility. 

“That’s where I learned to change a 
tire,’ McLean said, adding people would 
like the facility to reopen. He asked what 
would happen if a train came and blocked 
the track and police couldn’t get there for 
an emergency. “Who would police it?” he 
asked. 

McLean said everyone knows Sumpter 
Township has been growing marijuana for 
a while. 

“This is my only chance to try to get in 
the overlay,” he said. “My entrances face 
the warehouse next door ... and I’m right 
down the street from the police station... 
This is my only chance to say I would like 
to be in the overlay.” 

Chairman Jones thanked him for his 
comments. 

Sam Pernick said he is the main organizer 
of Jobs for Belleville which was behind the 
marijuana facility ordinance approved by 
voters. 

“If it was up to us, there would be no 
limitations,” Pernick said of the zoning 
amendments. “But, it’s your prerogative.” 

He said the larger plan seemed to have 
a higher argument to keep facilities off 
Savage Road and to keep everything in one 
area, so one area could be patrolled. 

Pernick said there is feedback for not 
having it on Savage Road and he requested 
they take that portion off as a security issue. 

His second question was to seek clarity 
on the application process. He said many 
of the items required in this ordinance are 
not required in the licensing ordinance 
passed by voters. He was concerned about 
the insurance provision. 

He asked them to consider those who get 
licenses having to acquire insurance, not 
having it in advance. This could be applied 


to a number of items in the application, he 
said. 

Pernick suggested giving those getting 
licenses to have 35 or 45 days to supply 
the insurance. And, he had “designated 
consumption” questions. 

“There was confusion on our side,” 
Jones said, noting the planner included 
microbusinesses for where consumption 
would be and they are cleaning up the 
language,including timelines on approval 
from the planning commission and 
provisional licenses from the city. 

Pernick said Savage Road property is not 
suitable because of a security perspective 
and from a business perspective they would 
like everyone in the same area, rather than 
one drawing off business to another area. 

City Manager Tracey Schultz Kobylarz 
said the city clerk and police chief agreed 
that Savage Road should be included in 
part of the overlay district since it is south 
of the railroad. A wall and screening would 
have to take place, she said, repeating the 
police chief is supportive of this. Chief 
Dave Robinson was not at the meeting. 

Chuck Lauber said he was present on 
behalf of Scott Jones and Bill Osier, who 
couldn’t attend because of a death in the 
family. 

He said the former Glass Ranch at 149 
South St. currently is outside the overlay 
district. He said Jones and Osier would be 
managers of the property and he asked if 
there was a possibility of getting it inside 
the overlay district. 

“T know it is north of the railroad,” Lauber 
said, adding if the overlay is changed it 
could result in added investment in the 
City of Belleville. 

Jones said they could apply for a variance 
at a later time if the property is not included 
in the overlay. He said McLean could do 
that, too. There is a process to get that 
changed. 

“Does that exclude them from applying 
now?” Lauber asked. 

“They could apply for a temporary license 
and then go for a variance,” Jones said. 
“The city has to go through the process to 
apply for a license.” 

City Manager Kobylarz said they would 


City of Belleville Public Notice 


POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 


NOTICE IS 


HEREBY GIVEN BY THE UNDERSIGNED THAT ON 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2021 at 12 PM., at J&T Towing, 287 Industrial Park 
Drive, Belleville, County of Wayne, Michigan, a public sale of the following vehicles 


will be held: 


1997 FORD, RANGER, VIN: 1FTCR10A6VUB90887 

1999 CHEVROLET, SUBURBAN, VIN: 3GNFK16R3XG250460 
2001 FORD, TAURUS, VIN: 1FAHP53U61A 187238 

2004 SATURN, L300, VIN: 1G8JC54F44Y 500073 

2004 PONTIAC, GRAND PRIX, VIN: 2G2WS522741266212 


DATE: DECEMBER 23, 2020 


BELLEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 


6 MAIN STREET 


PUBLISH: DECEMBER 31, 2020 


BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 48111 


BY VERNA CHAPMAN, CITY CLERK 
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have to meet the zoning requirements. She 
said they could apply later for a variance 
if the planning commission doesn’t include 
the property in the overlay. 

Jones said they would have to get a 
variance on the property first and then 
apply for the license. 

Kobylarz said they only can apply through 
Jan. 31 and the ordinance is available 
online. She said the date was established 
by the Jobs for Belleville ordinance. She 
said the deadline is Jan. 1. 

“If I applied for a license and it doesn’t 
meet the proposed zoning” would it work? 
Lauber asked. “They have an application 
to submit in the next 48 hours.” 

Bahm said the process would be to seek 
a use variance from the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. It requires two-thirds of the ZBA 
to approve. She said it’s a big challenge. 
They have to prove the property can’t be 
used for anything else. 

“It would be extremely contrary to what 
the city is planning at this time,” Bahm 
said, adding that zoning changes all the 
time. “But that is not a good plan for 
moving forward right now ... Could be in 
years to come,” she said. 

Scott Dianda asked if it was possible to 
put in an application for a license in that 
area without a property designated? 

Jones asked if they have to have a 
property identified. 

Kobylarz said the application asks for 
an address and if the property is leased or 
owned. 

“We do not say you must have a lease 
or own it ... Follow the application,” 
Kobylarz said. 

In further discussion, Councilwoman 
Kelly Bates said she thought consideration 
should be given to Mr. McLean. 

“It would serve the residents better if it 
is spread out a bit,” she said of the overlay 
district. 

The city council members were all 
present for the joint meeting. Absent from 
the planning commission were Becky 
Hasen and Henry Kurczewski. 


Van Buren Township 
resident arraigned on 
felony assault charges 


Kojuan Jamel Quiles, 46, of Van Buren 
Township, was virtually arraigned on 
Dec. 28 by 34" District Court Magistrate 
Alan Hindman on charges of assault with 
intent to do great bodily harm less than 
murder, assault with a dangerous weapon 
(felonious assault), and domestic violence 
in Van Buren Township on Dec. 26. 

Bond was set at $10,000/10% and Quiles 
is to have no contact with the victim or with 
an address on Bog Road, where he lived. 

A probable cause conference before 
Judge Tina Brooks Green was scheduled 
for 9:30 a.m., Jan. 6. 


“Democracy is worth dying for, because 
it’s the most deeply honorable form of 


government ever devised by man.” 
— Ronald Reagan 
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Van Buren Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


There were 175 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police for last week, including the following. 
Sunday, Dec. 20: 
0112 — traffic stop, W. Huron River Dr/Elwell 
0117 — assist other dept., Edgewood 
0256 — suspicious person/vehicle, Landmark 
0515 — suspicious activity report, Belleville Rd. 
0536 — suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service 
0639 — traffic stop, Belleville Rd. 
1331 — disorderly, rest area 
1332 — suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Denton Rd. 
1353 — vehicle lockout, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1437 — disorderly, Belleville 
1521 — property check, Laguna Dr. 
1538 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
1557 — domestic, Morton Taylor Rd. 
1712 — welfare check, Denton Rd. 
1718 — property check, Dewitt Rd. 
1926 — domestic, Rawsonville Rd. 
1944 — family trouble, Brookside Dr. 
2026 — unattended death, Richard Run Dr. 
2334 — traffic stop, Elwell Rd./W. Huron River Dr. 
Monday, Dec. 21: 
0021 — assist fire dept., Water’s Edge Ln. 
0023 — domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0113 — assist other dept., S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0311 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
0357 — suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service 
0751 — threat, Denton Rd. 
0829 — harassment call, Parkwood Dr. 
0841 — lost property/child, Oak Ln. 
0935 — assist other dept., Arthur St. 
1057 — assist fire dept., Hamilton St. 
1106 — welfare check, Water’s Edge Ln. 
1207 — road hazard, N. I-94 Service Dr./Belleville 
1208 — private property impound, Belleville Rd. 
1220 — private property impound, Westlake 
1238 — animal complaint, McBride Ave. 
1257 — harassment call, McBride Ave. 
1307 — fraud, Rawsonville Rd. 
1315 — disorderly, Ecorse Rd. 
1349 — welfare check, Martz Rd. 
1427 — suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse/Haggerty 
1431 — property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd. 
1458 — civil matter, Park Estates Dr. 
1546 — disorderly, Belleville Rd. 
1606 — property damage accident, Belleville/Quirk 
1701 — shooting, W. Huron River Dr/Ormond Dr. 
1705 — civil matter, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1717 — civil matter, Freedom Way 
1730 — property damage accident, Ecorse/Hannan 
1954 — neighbor trouble, birch Dr. 
2104 — civil matter, Sonrisa St. 
2121 — intrusion alarm, Sadie Ln. 
2130 — property damage accident, Van Born Rd. / 
Sheldon Rd. 
Tuesday, Dec. 22: 
0211 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
0213 — welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
0423 — 911 welfare check, Stratford Dr. 
0819 — assist citizen, Belleville/Yost 
1015 — intrusion alarm, Riggs Rd. 
1040 — larceny, Westlake Cir. 
1145 — property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd. 
1158 — trespassing, S. 1-94 Service Dr. 
1304 — private property impound, Haggerty Rd. 
1352 — civil matter, Water’s Edge Ln. 
1537 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
1549 — vehicle lockout, Republic Dr. 
1834 — suspicious person/vehicle, Bayshore Dr. 
1840 — property damage accident, Bog Rd. 
2003 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd. / N. I-94 
Service Dr. 
2003 — found property/child, W. Huron River Dr. 
2025 — noise complaint, Denton Rd. 
2101 — welfare check, Winchester St./Victoria St. 
2128 — robbery, Victoria St. 
2227 — road hazard, Haggerty Rd./Riggs Rd. 
Wednesday, Dec. 23: 
0323 — suspicious person/vehicle, Assembly St. 
0413 — suspicious person/vehicle, Bayshore Dr. / 
Denton Rd. 
0744 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Harbour 
Club 
0856 — suicidal person, Arthur St. 


1012 — domestic, Denton Rd. 
1012 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Denton 
1208 — traffic offense, Ecorse Rd./Belleville Rd. 
1222 — abandoned auto, Stonebridge Ct. 
1428 — traffic offense, W. Huron River Dr. 
1451 — road hazard, Ecorse Rd./Denton Rd. 
1551 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 
1644 — fraud, Denton Rd. 
1655 — suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse Rd. 
1859 — threat, Maurice Dr. 
1906 — vehicle lockout, Rawsonville Rd. 
2147 — assist fire dept., Maple Dr. 
2226 — noise complaint, Filmore St. 
2253 — noise complaint, Denton Rd. 
2303 — traffic stop, Denton Rd//Marina Cv. 
2306 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
2314 — harassment call, Denton Rd. 
Thursday, Dec. 24: 
0009 — traffic stop, Haggerty Rd./Ecorse Rd. 
0025 — motorist assist, Tyler Rd/Springwood Blvd 
0059 — noise complaint, Westlake Cir. 
0148 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 
0219 — traffic stop, Westlake 
0328 — traffic stop, Archwood Apts. 
0454 — suspicious person/vehicle, Hoeft Rd. 
0458 — animal complaint, Oak Ln//N. I-94 Service 
0543 — intrusion alarm, Lexington Ct. 
0716 — larceny from auto, S. I-94 Service Dr. / 
Denton Rd. 
0844 — larceny from auto, Belleville Rd. 
0945 — assist fire dept., Brandi Dr. 
1022 — disorderly, Estate Dr. 
1056 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1338 — assist other dept., Beck Rd. 
1419 — civil matter, Kirkridge Park Dr. 
1543 — follow-up by officer, Belleville Rd/Tyler 
1544 — suspicious person/vehicle, Dalton Dr. 
1620 — civil matter, Belleville Rd. 
1620 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1654 — intrusion alarm, Thornwood Dr. 
1819 — property damage accident, Tyler/Haggerty 
1835 — intrusion alarm, Thornwood Dr. 
1946 — private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd. 
1944 — mental subject, Andover Dr. 
2011 — disorderly, Rawsonville Rd. 
2015 — welfare check, Belleville Rd. 
2020 — suspicious person/vehicle, Sylvia Dr. / 
Rawsonville Rd. 
2022 — intrusion alarm, Rawsonville Rd. 
2024 — personal injury accident, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
/ Lighthouse Dr. 
2025 — private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd. 
2111 — felony assault, N. Ponderosa Trl. 
2138 — suspicious person/vehicle, Bayshore Dr. 
2216 — domestic, Parkwood 
2244 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 
2307 — domestic, Parkwood Dr. 
Friday, Dec. 25: 
0044 — noise complaint, Denton Rd. 
0111 — fraud, Denton Rd. 
0616 — intrusion alarm, Martz Rd. 
0832 — intrusion alarm, Brookside Dr. 
0953 — property damage accident, Denton/Ecorse 
0955 — property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / E. 
Huron River Dr. 
1216 — family trouble, Berkdale Dr. 
1238 — assist fire dept., Village Green Ln. 
1246 — traffic offense, Birch Dr. 
1349 — motorist assist, Michigan Ave./Dellor St. 
1350 — disorderly, Belleville Rd. 
1652 — assist other dept., Clarence St. 
1739 — assist other dept., E. I-94/N. Haggerty I-94 
ramp E. 
1742 — domestic, Lindsey Dr. 
1752 — property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. 
1809 — intrusion alarm, Rebecca Ct. 
1818 — traffic offense, E. Cherry/N. Ponderosa Trl. 
1836 — suspicious person/vehicle, Outer Dr. 
1922 — traffic offense, Belleville Rd. 
1927 — personal injury accident, Belleville Rd. 
2213 — mental subject, Tyler Rd. 
Saturday, Dec. 26: 
0050 — assist fire dept., Lighthouse Dr. 
0151 —911 welfare check, Cedarhurst Dr. 
0724 — trespassing, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1009 — assist fire dept., S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1108 — domestic, Bog Rd. 
1141 — suspicious person/vehicle, Cambridge Ct. 
1219 — breaking & entering, Parkwood 
1243 — threat, N. Ponderosa Trl. 
1255 — fraud, Farm Rd. 


Belleville Area Independent/December 31, 2020 


1321 — threat, Parkwood Dr. 
1659 — domestic, Oak Ln. 
1733 — traffic offense, Sheldon Rd./Ecorse Rd. 
1754 — suicidal person, McBride Ave. 
1754 — noise complaint, Lake Villa Dr. 
1811 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
1939 — sexual assault, Quirk Rd. 
2016 — suspicious person/vehicle, Arcadia 
2107 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd. 
2248 — suspicious activity report, Ironwood Dr. 
2251 — welfare check, Hamilton St. 
There were seven traffic stops on this week’s log, 
none on the I-94 or I-275 freeways. 


Belleville Police 


Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Dec. 20: 
0005 — traffic offense, Main St/High St. 
0014 - traffic offense, Main St/High St. 
0015 — traffic stop, Second St./Main St. 
0230 — traffic stop, South St/Henry St. 
1059 — warrant arrest, Belleville Rd. 
1834 — civil matter, Loza Ln. 
1854 — trespassing, Carmell St. 
Monday, Dec. 21: 
0024 — traffic stop, Main St./Second St. 
0038 — traffic stop, Main St./Fifth St. 
0118 — traffic stop, Main St/High St. 
0302 — traffic stop, Industrial Park Dr/Sumpter Rd 
0512 — traffic stop, Belleville Rd/Main St. 
0829 — family trouble, Biggs Ave. 
1152 — property damage accident, South St. / 
Sumpter Rd. 
1259 — suspicious person/vehicle, N. Liberty St. 
1505 — welfare check, E. Huron River Dr. 
1612 — suspicious person/vehicle, Bay Pointe Dr. 
2155 — traffic stop, South St./Wabash Ave. 
Tuesday, Dec. 22: 
0153 — assist other dept., W. Columbia Ave. 
0438 — assist other dept., Carmell St. 
1158 — juvenile complaint, Belle Villa Blvd. 
2054 — traffic stop, Biggs Ave/E. Huron River 
2225 — traffic stop, First St/Main St. 
Wednesday, Dec. 23: 
0139 — suspicious person/vehicle, W. Thornhill Ct. 
2220 — domestic, Madelon St. 
2234 — domestic, Carmell St. 
Thursday, Dec. 24: 
0926 — misc. complaint, Victorian Ln. 
0954 — hospice death, Menlo Park Dr. 
1128 — misc. complaint, E. Huron River Dr. 
1433 — threat, N. Biggs Ave. 
Friday, Dec. 25: 
0448 — assist fire dept., E. Huron River Dr. 
1541 — intrusion alarm, Menlo Park Dr. 
1645 — suicidal person, Clarence St. 
2131 — traffic offense, E. Huron River Dr. / N. 
Liberty St. 
Saturday, Dec. 26: 
0107 — suspicious person/vehicle, N. Liberty St. 
0215 — suspicious person/vehicle, Carmell St. 
2119 — traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr/Loza Ln. 
2128 — assist fire dept., Main St. 
There were 11 traffic stops on this week’s log. 


Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Dec. 20: 

0026 — personal injury accident, Willis Rd./Sharon 
Ct. 

0111 — suspicious circumstance, Edgewood Dr. 

0145 — suspicious circumstance, Edgewood Dr. 

0405 — fire dept. assist, 49000 bl. Bemis Rd. 

0838 — found property, 46000 bl. Willis Rd. 

0933 — follow-up investigation, 46000 bl. Wear Rd 

1000 — misc. detail, 45000 bl. Willow Rd. 

1037 — misc. detail, 44000 bl. Willow Rd. 

1144 — misc. detail, 18000 bl. Westcott Dr/ 

1207 — misc. detail, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd. 

1509 — property damage accident, Rustic Ln. 

1702 — follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter 

2129 — traffic stop, Sumpter Rd/Willis Rd. 
Monday, Dec. 21: 

0006 — noise complaint, 43000 bl. Harris Rd. 

0032 — traffic stop, Willis Rd./Sumpter Rd. 

0151 — follow-up investigation, Hampshire Dr. 


0959 — civil matter, 42000 bl. Willow Rd. 

1328 — animal complaint, New Mexico St. 

1445 — animal complaint, 6700 bl. Oakville Waltz 

1607 — fire dept. assist, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 

1850 — misc. detail, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
Tuesday, Dec. 22: 

0903 — family trouble, Wayside Dr. 

1150 — fire dept. assist, Hampshire Dr. 

1356 — animal complaint, Martinsville Rd./Clay 

1438 — death investigation, 17000 bl. Martha’s Ln. 

1616 — suspicious person, 10000 bl. Rawsonville 

1731 — follow-up investigation, 17000 bl. Martha’s 
Ln. 

1748 — follow-up investigation, Wayside Dr. 

1853 — misc. detail, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1934 — welfare check, Rustic Ln. 

2022 — property damage accident, Judd/Sherwood 

2124 — follow-up investigation, out of township 

2303 — animal complaint, 25000 bl. Karr Rd. 
Wednesday, Dec. 23: 

0455 — misc. detail, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

0521 — civil matter, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1028 — alarm, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1048 — civil matter, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1257 — mental health call, Rustic Ln. 

1436 — welfare check, 47000 bl. Wear Rd. 

1439 — property damage accident, 19000 bl. 

Sumpter Rd. 

1450 — welfare check, Mulberry Dr. 

1535 — fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Willis Rd. 

1758 — misc. detail, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

2126 — suspicious person, 22000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

2147 — fire dept. assist, Edgewood Dr. 
Thursday, Dec. 24: 

0255 — civil matter, 25000 bl. Elwell Rd. 

0619 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln. 

0720 — follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter 

0830 — welfare check, 18000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

0934 — fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Judd Rd. 

1118 — animal complaint, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1237 — follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter 

1617 — civil matter, 9200 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 

1902 — misc. detail, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

2325 — civil matter, 24000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 

2350 — citizen assist, Rustic Ln. 
Friday, Dec. 25: 

1008 — suspicious person, Rustic Ln. 

1325 — fire dept. assist, Carriage Ln. 

1413 — 911 hang up, 47000 bl. Wear Rd. 

1613 — fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 

1718 —911 hang up, 21000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 

2022 — 911 hang up, 39000 bl. Wear Rd. 

2134 — fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Karr Rd. 

2303 — mental health call, 19000 bl. Karr Rd. 
Saturday, Dec. 26: 

1046 — 911 hang up, 24000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 

1051 — shots fired, 10000 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 

1223 — 911 hang up, 43000 bl. Willow Rd. 

1712 — suspicious circumstance, 47000 bl. Wear 

1845 — misc. detail, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

2109 — civil matter, Mulberry Dr. 

2206 — family trouble, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd. 

2348 — 911 hang up, 50000 bl. Judd Rd. 
Also on this week’s log were 66 patrol checks. There 
were two traffic stops for the week. 


COVID-19 death total 
in 48111 rises one to 47, 
positive tests at 1,751 


The number of people who have died 
from COVID-19 in the 48111 zip code 
area rose by one in the last week to 47 as of 
Monday, Dec. 28. 

The positive tests for COVID-19 in 
48111 were 1,751 on Monday, Dec. 28, up 
from 1,676 the previous Monday, Dec. 21. 

On Monday, Dec. 28, the separate 
numbers released by the Wayne County 
Health Department for the tri-community 
were: Van Buren Township, 1,156 positive 
cases, 29 deaths; City of Belleville, 282 
positive cases, 15 deaths; and Sumpter 
Township 313 positive cases, 3 deaths. 


“You have to be odd to be number one.” 
— Dr. Seuss 
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Posing for a picture at a Dec. 9 outside ceremony were winners of the VFW Patriot’s Pen 
contest and their families. Krysten Bradner of McBride Middle School won first place 
and stands at center holding her award. At left, is Lola A. Kennedy of Mc Bride Middle 
School who won second place. From left are Lola’s grandfather George Kennedy and 
Lola’s parents. Next to Krysten is her mother and to the right Cornell Anton, contest 
chairman Bob Krouse, and Commander John Blackstone. Krysten’s essay will now go 
onto the next level of judging. 


FEEDING FAMILIES IN VAN BUREN, BELLEVILLE & SUMPTER 


EMERGENCY 


Closet 


Food distribution on Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 10AM - 1PM 


417 Charles Street 
Belleville, MI. 
734-697-9288 


First United 
Methodist Church 


IS YOUR BUSINESS 


"R BURGLARS » 


134-697-2888 


Get SERIOUS about your Security! 


for BOTH your Business & Home... 


e Remote Control-View-Playback 
e Email / Smartphone Alerts 

e PC / Mac Support 

e No monthly fees 


$1500 


Includes: 

e Installation 

e 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome) 
7 ° 19” Monitor 

e DVR (2TB) 


innovative 


COMPUTERS 


Full-Service IT * Networks * Cameras 


= Aveteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995. 
Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing ° InnovativeComputers.net 
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Micaya P. Cannon of Belleville High School is the winner of this year’s Voice of 
Democracy contest put on by Belleville Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4434. With her are 
her parents. Last year Micaya won the local VFW Patriot’s Pen contest and then ranked 
seventh in the state. Second place winner of this year’s Voice of Democracy contest is 
Ngan D. Vo of Huron High School, who did not attend the Dec. 9 ceremony at the VFW 
Post. Contest chairman is Bob Krouse. Micaya’s essay will now be entered in the next 
step in the national contest. 


A check for $2,000 was presented by the St. Anthony Men’s Club and St. Anthony 
parishioners to Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4434 Commander John Blackstone, 
at right, at a special ceremony on Dec. 9. From left are Pete Pitzen, John Zaroff, and 
Leonard Szweda. 


Photos by Reg Ion 
During a Dec. 9 ceremony, a check for $5,000 was presented by the members of former 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Donovan Post 78, Dearborn Heights, to Belleville VFW Post 
4434 Commander John Blackstone, at right. Presenting the check is Donovan Post 
Commander John Stough. At left is Ray Lopez, state VFW representative, standing next 
to two other Donovan Post members. The Donovan Post has merged with Romulus VFW 
Post 9568, which now will take the Post 78 designation. Post 78 is considered the oldest 
VFW Post in the state. 
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GLENN SILVENIS 


CROSSROADS III SELL STONE (734) 740- 3000 


418 Main Street 


Saal dea ald eek Office (734) 699-4000 
| website: mrsold.com WE NEED LISTINGS 


[ARGED - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES - NO COMPLIANCE FEES - NO JUNK FEES 


43593 BEMIS, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP 
GIANT SIZE - EXTRA LARGE 3,900 Square Foot Feature Rich Brick Home with Large Cooks 
Kitchen, Living Room with Fireplace, Massive Open Lighted Family Room adjacent to a Big 
Indoor Pool Area with Cedar Surround Walls and Shower. Upgraded to Premium Metal Roof on 
2 1/2 Acres with Large Workshop Barn that Includes Power, Heat and Upper Storage Area on 
Paved Street - Home needs updating and Sold ‘As Is’ $300,000 


1/2 Baths, New Custom Wolf Kitchen, New Cus- 
tom Bath, Gas Fireplace, Hardwood Floors, Large 
Basement and New Roof 2013. 2 1/2 Garage, 
Dock, Decking on More than 1 Acre. $369,900 


Amish built Walnut Cabinet Kitchen and Granite Countertops, Great Room with Large Fireplace, 
First Floor Master Bedroom with Brazilian Walnut Hardwood Floors and Finished Basement. h 
Monster Deck, Mature Cherry Trees and Grapevines. 2 1/2 Car Oversized Attached Garage plus 
Second Garage. Fenced Yard An Outstanding Home Suited for your Fine Taste. $339,900 


51046 OLD MICHIGAN, VAN BUREN 
A MOST AFFORDABLE 3 Bedroom 1 1/2 Bath 
Ranch. Newer Windows, Doors, Newer Furnace 
and Central Air. Over 1/2 Acre. More than 1,300 
Square Feet. No VA or FHA Offers and Exclude all 
Appliances and Dishwasher. $119,900 


HURON TWP VAC CLARK 1.12 AC $50,000 
HURON TWP VAC CLARK .74 ACRES $40,000 
HURON TWP VAC OTTER 2.94 ACRE S $60,000 
HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $55,000 
HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $55,000 
41530 SAVAGE 30 AC VAN BUREN $349,999 


354 W COLUMBIA, BELLEVILLE 

TWO LOTS - MULTIPLE FAMILY ZONING 
One of the Largest Parcels to be developed in 
The City of Belleville. .9 Acres with 197 Foot 
Frontage There is a Home and Barn that could 
be renovated. Sold as is $100,000 Cash or Offer 


7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS 
AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $50,000 
TO $60,000 EACH. BUILD YOUR DREAM 
KARR RD 10 ACRES 663 FRONT $100,000 
KARR RD 10ACRES 661 FRONT $100,000 
KARR RD 20 ACRES ZONED AG $200,000 


41405 TYLER, VAN BUREN 324 CHERRY, WYANDOTTE 
PRIME LOCATION. Corner of Haggerty and] A Preferred Location 3 Bedroom 1 Bath Home 
Tyler. Opportunity Awaits - 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath] near Everything. Full Basement with Newer 90+ 
Home. Large Lot with Larger 2 1/2 Car Detached] Furnace and Newer High Efficient Water Heater. 
Garage. New Carpet, New Bath, New Paint| Purchaser responsible for certificate of occupancy 
$155, 000 and home sold in as is condition. $109,900 


COMMERCIAL CORNER OF ECORSE & |THREE 12+ ACRE PARCELS AT $120,000 
WAYNE ROMULUS _4.27ACRES $350,000 [EACH CORNER WEAR AND HAGGERTY 

WAYNE RD COM ZONE 1.48 AC $149,000 [VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT” $70,000 
SAVAGE 1 ACRE SUMPTER TWP $45,000 |GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 ACRES LT IN $65,000 
25817 SUMPTER 80X529 .97 AC $20,000 }HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000 
WILLIS SUMPTER 1.14 ACRES — $45,000 [10 AC BUNTON YPSILANTI TWP $155,000 


500E HURON RIVER DR, BELLEVILLE 

HIGHEST QUALITY BRICK COMMER- 
CIAL BUILDING IN THE CITY OF 
BELLEVILLE. Former Florist, Bakery and Cof- 
fee House. FINE DESIGN! For Sale at $835,000 
or Lease at $4,500. Month Double Net. 


THREE PARCELS A MOST BEAUTIFUL 
PROPERTY 20+ ACRES WEAR RD$175,000 
TORREY 2.48 AC PERC & SURV $39,000 
VACANT RAWSONVILLE 2.6 AC $95,000 
JUDD 10 ACRES SUMPTER TWP $80,000 
00000 SUMPTER 243X687 3.63 AC $40,000 


Find us on ATCHINSON 


Facebook 


Proud 13 Time President's Award Winner 


YouTube WHERE FORD MEETS FAMILY 


ALL EREC Visi ALL THE THRILLS. 


ALL-ELECTRIC 
OSTANG MACH-E _ 


CALL 734-697-9161 TODAY! 


RESERVE YOUR MUSTANG MACH-E AT ATCHINSONFORD.NET 
9800 BELLEVILLE ROAD, BELLEVILLE, MI, 48111 


